
From keystone species to keystone actors

Keystone species
A keystone species is an organism that helps 
de�ne an entire ecosystem. It has a profound 
and disproportionate e�ect on communities 
and ecosystems.

Reference: Paine, R. T. (1966) "Food web complexity and species diversity." American Naturalist 100: 65-75

Who are the SeaBOS 
keystone actors?

The keystone holds the system 
in place, making it stable.

Keystone actors are companies 
that, through their activities 

and businesses, shape 
global ecosystems.
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